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The Motorcyclist by George Elliott Clarke 
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About the author: 

A revered poet, George Elliott Clarke was born in Windsor, Nova Scotia, near the 

Black Loyalist community of Three Mile Plains, in 1960. A graduate of the 

University of Waterloo (B.A., Hons., 1984), Dalhousie University (M.A., 1989) and 

Queen's University (Ph.D., 1993), he is now the inaugural E.J. Pratt Professor of 

Canadian Literature at the University of Toronto. An Assistant Professor of English 

and Canadian Studies at Duke University, North Carolina (1994-99), Clarke also 

served as the Seagrams Visiting Chair in Canadian Studies at McGill University 

(1998-99), and as a Noted Scholar at the University of British Columbia (2002) and 

as a Visiting Scholar at Mount Allison University (2005), and as the William Lyon 

Mackenzie King Visiting Professor in Canadian Studies at Harvard University 

(2013-14). He has also worked as a research, editor, social worker, parliamentary 

aide, and newspaper columnist. He lives in Toronto, Ontario, but he also owns 

land in Nova Scotia.  

George Elliott Clarke’s books include George & Rue, longlisted for the IMPAC 

Dublin Literary Award; Execution Poems, winner of the Governor General’s 

Literary Award for Poetry; and Whylah Falls, chosen for CBC’s inaugural Canada 

Reads competition in 2002. 

His many honours include the Portia White Prize for Artistic Achievement (1998), 

Governor-General's Award for Poetry (2001), the National Magazine Gold Medal 

for Poetry (2001), the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Achievement Award (2004), the 

Pierre Elliott Trudeau Fellowship Prize (2005), the Dartmouth Book Award for 

Fiction (2006), the Eric Hoffer Book Award for Poetry (2009), appointment to the 

Order of Nova Scotia (2006), appointment to the Order of Canada at the rank of 

Officer (2008), and eight honorary doctorates.  In 2015, he completed his three 
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year term as the City of Toronto’s Poet Laureate. On January 1, 2016, Mr. Clarke 

became Canada’s seventh Poet Laureate. 

Source: Parliament of Canada website (http://www.parl.gc.ca/) 
   Publisher’s website (http://www.harpercollins.ca/) 
 
 

About this book: 

Carl Black is an intellectual and artist, a traveller, a reader and an unapologetic 

womanizer. A motorcyclist. He burns for the bohemian life, but is trapped in a 

railway porter’s prosaic—at times humiliating—existence. Taking place over one 

dramatic year in Halifax, Nova Scotia, The Motorcyclist vividly recounts Carl’s 

travels and romantic exploits as he tours the backroads of the east coast and the 

bedrooms of a series of beautiful women. Inspired by the life of George Elliott 

Clarke’s father, the novel tells the story of a black working-class man caught 

between the expectations of his times and gleaming possibilities of the open 

road. 

In vibrant, energetic, sensual prose, George Elliott Clarke brilliantly illuminates the 

life of a young black man striving for pleasure, success and, most of all, respect. 

Source: Publisher’s website (http://www.harpercollins.ca/) 

 

Discussion Questions: 

None available as of June 2016. 

 

Other formats available at Halifax Public Libraries: 

- eBook 
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