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Don’t Go by Lisa Scottoline

About the author:

Lisa Scottoline is the New York Times bestselling author and Edgar award-winning
author of 21 novels, including her latest, Accused. She also writes a weekly column
with her daughter Francesca Serritella for the Philadelphia Inquirer titled "Chick Wit"
which is a witty and fun take on life from a woman's perspective. These stories, along
with many other never-before-published stories, have been collected in four books
including their most recent, Meet Me at Emotional Baggage Claim, and the earlier,
Best Friends, Occasional Enemies, and Why My Third Husband Will Be a Dog, which
has been optioned for TV, and My Nest Isn’t Empty, It Just Has More Closet Space.
Lisa reviews popular fiction and non-fiction, and her reviews have appeared in New
York Times, The Washington Post and The Philadelphia Inquirer. Lisa has served as
President of Mystery Writers of America and has taught a course she developed,
"Justice and Fiction" at The University of Pennsylvania Law School, her alma mater.
Lisa is a regular and much sought after speaker at library and corporate events. Lisa
has over 30 million copies of her books in print and is published in over 35 countries.
She lives in the Philadelphia area with an array of disobedient pets, and she wouldn't
have it any other way.

Lisa's books have solidly landed on all the major bestseller lists including The New
York Times, USA Today, The Wall Street Journal, Publisher's Weekly, Washington
Post, and The Los Angeles Times, and Look Again was named "One of the Best Novels
of the Year" by The Washington Post, and one of the best books in the world as part
of World Book Night 2013. Lisa's novels are known for their emotionality and their
warm and down-to-earth characters, which resonate with readers and reviewers
long after they have finished the books. When writing about Lisa’s Rosato &
Associates series, Janet Maslin of The New York Times applauds Lisa's books as
"punchy, wisecracking thrillers" whose "characters are earthy, fun and self-

April 2016

—— T ————— s Nalifaxpubliclibraries.ca e ——— e — — o —



T T

HALIFAX P U B L I C N

Libraries
N

deprecating" and distinguishes her as having "one of the best-branded franchise
styles in current crime writing."

Lisa's contributions through her writing have been recognized by organizations
throughout the country. She is the recipient of the Edgar Award, the Mystery Writers
of America most prestigious honor, the Fun, Fearless, Fiction Award by Cosmopolitan
Magazine, and named a PW Innovator by Publisher's Weekly. Lisa was honored with
AudioFile's Earphones Award and named Voice of the Year for her recording of her
non-fiction book, Why My Third Husband Will Be a Dog. The follow up collection, My
Nest Isn't Empty, It Just Has More Closet Space has garnered both Lisa and her
daughter, Francesca, an Earphones Award as well. In addition, she has been honored
with a Distinguished Author Award from Scranton University, and a "Paving the Way"
award from the University of Pennsylvania, Women in Business.

Source: Author’s website (http://scottoline.com)

About this book:

Lisa has thrilled millions with her emotionally-charged novels that feature strong
women exploring the boundaries of family, justice, and love. In Don’t Go, she breaks
new ground and delivers the story of a soldier who discovers what it means to be a
man, a father, and ultimately, a hero.

When Dr. Mike Scanlon is called to serve as an army doctor in Afghanistan, he’s
acutely aware of the dangers he’ll face and the hardships it will cause his wife Chloe
and newborn baby. And deep inside, he doesn’t think of himself as a warrior, but a
healer.

However, in an ironic turn of events, as Mike operates on a wounded soldier in a
war-torn country, Chloe dies at home in the suburbs, in an apparent household
accident. Devastated, he returns home to bury her, only to discover that the life he
left behind has fallen apart. His medical practice is in jeopardy, and he is a complete
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stranger to the only family he has left — his precious baby girl. Worse, he learns a
shocking secret that sends him into a downward spiral.

Ultimately, Mike realizes that the most important battle of his life faces him on the
homefront and he’ll have to put it all on the line to save what’s dearest to him — his
family. Gripping, thrilling, and profoundly emotional, Don’t Go is Lisa Scottoline at
her finest

Source: Author’s website (http://scottoline.com)

Discussion Questions:

1. Don't Go explores the theme of parenthood, and what it means to be a good
parent. Do you think a father can be as good of a parent as a mother? Does
the gender of the child change your answer? Why or why not?

2. What do you think caused Chloe's downward spiral after Mike left? In what
way did your understanding of her actions change by the end of the book?

3. Do you understand Mike’s feelings of alienation from his daughter? Would he
have felt this way had his child been a boy? How did Danielle either contribute
towards these feelings, or help alleviate them?

4. What motivations do you attribute to Bob and Danielle's actions? How did
your impression of them change throughout the story? Did you like them?
Why or why not?

5. In what ways do you think the war changed Mike as a person? Did you agree
or disagree with his decision to return? Do you think he really had a choice?
Why or why not?

6. Mike forms an unbreakable bond with his war buddies, yet his longtime friend
from home turns out to be less than trustworthy. If he had met his war
buddies in regular life how do you think their friendships would have differed?
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In what ways do friendships amongst women differ from friendships amongst
men?

7. Mike's return home from war turns out disastrous. What do you think Mike
could have done different to make his transition with his daughter better?
What ways can our communities and government help our veterans transition
back into society when they return? What about helping the families left
behind?

8. Mike experiences betrayal from several people he loves the most. Whose
betrayal do you consider the most significant? If Mike had not gone to war,
how do you think his relationship with Chloe would have been different? How
did his feelings towards her change throughout the book?

9. At what point do you think Mike decided to fight back? What do you think are
his greatest challenges in raising a daughter as a single dad and a wounded
war vet?

10. Don't Go is filled with both dark moments and bright moments. What do you
think was the darkest moment in the book, and what was the most uplifting?

11. Ultimately, Don't Go is about being a hero. What do you think it means to be
a hero? In what ways is Mike a hero?

Source: Author’s website (http://scottoline.com)

Other formats available at Halifax Public Libraries:

- Audiobook (on CD and as a digital download)
- eBook
- Large Print
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