
WELCOME!
Halifax Public Libraries

Connecting people, enriching communities, 
inspiring discovery

Public Consultation

August 25, 2010



Meet the Architect

George Cotaras

Vice-President

Fowler Bauld & Mitchell Ltd.

Halifax, Nova Scotia



The Story so Far…

• Public Consultations on June 10 & July 8

• Focus Groups held
• First Nations

• African Nova Scotians

• New Canadians

• Universal Access / Persons with Disabilities

• Literacy & Learning Groups

• Cultural Groups

• Parents of Young Children

• Teens

• Young Children



Growing Consensus
June Consultation – Big Ideas



Growing Consensus
July Consultation – Spaces & Places



• Hub for the city

• Flexible spaces: small, quiet, intimate spaces

• Accessible and inclusive

• Facilitate social interaction and engagement

• Inspiring, innovative architecture

• Lots of natural light

• Bring nature inside

Amazing Consensus on themes                
as we consult with everyone…



Tonight

• Explain Sustainability and what it is

• Presentation of the design as it is today



HRM Library 
Sustainability



What we heard from the public:

You want a green building:

‘green design’ generally, specifics include:

• Connection to Nature

• Daylight

• Green roof

• Green power, alternative energy 

• Bring nature indoors, Indoor park, urban garden



Sustainability Design Team

Sustainability/LEED® Facilitator
• Solterre Design – Halifax

• Architects:
• FBM – Halifax
• SHL – Copenhagen/London

Engineers:
• ARUP - London 
• CBCL – Halifax 
• SNC Lavalin – Halifax

HRM + Library



Design Team
 Solterre:

 all four LEED certified projects in NS

 60+ LEED projects under way

 12 projects with FBM including two  
certified projects

 ARUP – BREEAM 

 SHL – BREEAM 

 HRM – LEED Silver standard



• Canada among the most wasteful nations:

• High energy consumption; 

• High water use; 

• High waste generation.

• If everyone used as much as the average 
Canadian, we’d need 4 more planets like Earth 
to generate resources & absorb waste  
(Suzuki Foundation).

Why Sustainable Design?



Building Industry

• Traditional building construction consumes:

• 40% of the worlds total energy use, 

• 30% of raw material consumption, 

• 25% of the timber harvest, 

• 35% of the world’s CO2 emissions, 

• 16% of the fresh water used, 

• 40% of landfill waste,

• 50% of the ozone-depleting CFCs.



What is Sustainable Design?

• Oxymoron

• ‘less bad’

• Minimize impact by incremental improvements

• Need to make decisions that are good for the 
library 

– influenced by social & economic considerations



LEED®

Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design

• Green building rating system

• Administered by the CaGBC (Canada Green Building 
Council)

• 3rd party review

• 4 levels of certification – Certified, Silver, Gold, Platinum

• HRM standard is LEED Silver, library is targeting LEED 
Gold



LEED Intent

Mandate:
• Transform the market 

• Promote integrated design

• Recognize environmental leadership

• Raise awareness

• Prevent false claims – “Green-washing”



• Sustainable Sites

• Water Efficiency

• Energy & Atmosphere

• Materials & Resources

• Indoor Environmental 
Quality 
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LEED Gold Buildings 
In Halifax

Dalhousie New Academic Building

Nova Scotia 
Community College



Meet the Design Architect

Morten Schmidt

Founding Partner

schmidt hammer lassen architects 

Aarhus, Denmark















































































































































What are your questions 
for the architects?



What is your advice as 
we move forward?



Thank you!

Come join us again:

• September 30
World Trade & Convention Centre

• November 4
Pier 21



For more information visit:

halifaxcentrallibrary.ca


